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BEGINNING OF SEASON
MEMBERS ONLY TOURNAMENT

MAY 5-7

GULF COAST MASTERS
MEMORIAL DAY TOURNAMENT

MAY 22-28

JUNIOR ANGLER TOURNAMENT
JULY 7-9

BILLFISH LIMITED TOURNAMENT
JULY 28-30

LADIES TOURNAMENT
AUGUST 4-6

LABOR DAY INVITATIONAL
AUG 31-SEPT 4

END OF SEASON
MEMBERS ONLY TOURNAMENT

OCTOBER 6-8

Memorial Day Tournament
$270,000 Base Payout$270,000 Base Payout

Plus optional Cash Award Division
GulfCoastMasters.com

Part of the Sport Fishing Championship

LABOR DAY LABOR DAY 
TOURNAMENTTOURNAMENT

Discount Entry for Monkey Boat

Cash Base Payout
Plus optional Cash Award Division

2023 QUALIFYING EVENT

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
President: Chris Park  •  251-300-0874; drchrispark@gmail.com

VP Tournaments: Matthew Sayers  •  251-377-1949; matthew.ccs54@gmail.com www.MBGFC.org
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RULES ACCEPTANCE
Rules, including published rules in print or on the   website 
(mbgfc.org), are subject to change without notice. It is the 
sole responsibility of the participating anglers, captains, 
crews and guests (“Participants”) to know and abide by the 
Tournament Rules as published and as amended during the 
Captain’s Meeting. By entering any Mobile Big Game Fishing 
Club Tournament   and paying entry fees, Participants agree 
to abide by the Tournament Rules and accept decisions 
made by the Rules Committee as final.

 
CONSERVATION
The MBGFC and its Tournament Committee vigorously 
support Catch and Release in all of its tournaments. 
Representatives of the National Marine Fisheries Service 
may be on hand during the tournaments to view and 
study all fish, obtain catch information, and, if need be, 
prepare the fish for further study. All anglers are responsible 
for the proper disposal of any and all fish that they bring 
to the weigh dock. The tournament committee may at its 
discretion elect to retain any fish for display, testing, or 
further study.  The MBGFC has the right to use, publish, 
edit, and distribute any videos submitted to the club for 
any purpose. No release billfish should be removed from 
the water.   
 
REGISTRATION AND MANDATORY CAPTAIN’S MEETING 

Tournament Registration for all tournaments will be done 
online. Registration can be accessed via www.mbgfc.org or 
by visiting mbgfc.catchstat.com and for the master’s gcm.
catchstat.com. The captain, owner, or a registered 
angler must attend the mandatory Captain’s Meeting and 
the captain, owner, or a registered angler must sign 
out their boat.  It is the responsibility of the representative to 
verify names, dates of birth, contact info, and social security 
number in order to be eligible to win a prize, trophy, award, 
plaque, or cash as part of our tournament.  The age entry is 
required to verify junior members. In the event an in-person 
captains meeting is not held on-site at MBGFC’s clubhouse 
at Orange Beach Marina, then witness of virtual captains 
meeting is still required. This would include video graphed 
departure clearly showing date, time, and landmark 
of approved departure points. If proper sign-out is not 
performed after the Captain’s Meeting, the offending boat 
will be disqualified from the entire tournament without 
refund of entry fees and will receive a 90% refund 
of any cash awards placed. Any rules changes will be 
discussed at this meeting. 

A representative from each team should attend 
the Captain’s Meeting as each team is responsible 
for knowing the rules including any changes or 
clarifications made during the Meeting.

By signing out at the Captain’s Meeting, the captain, owner, 
or registered angler acknowledges that they:

1. Have received the tournament guide and the 
tournament designator.

2. Understand and agree to abide by all rules in the 
tournament guide.

3. Have a copy of the rules applying to optional awards 
for breaking an Alabama State Record. (if applicable to that 
tournament)

4. Understand all topics discussed at the Captain’s 
Meeting.

5. Understand that all Anglers, Captains, Mates, Crew 
(“Participants”) and Guests fish in the Tournament at their 
own discretion and at their own risk. All Participants and 
Guests agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Mobile 
Big Game Fishing Club (“MBGFC”) and its Members, 
the MBGFC Board of Directors, Orange Beach Marina 
(“OBM”), Sponsors and their agents and employees and 
all other persons directly or indirectly connected with 
the tournament from any liability, loss, personal injury or 
property damage, including Attorney’s fees they may suffer 
arising from their participation in the Tournament and all 
other activities occurring at the MBGFC facility and/or OBM.

6. Understand that tournament entries must be verified 
before leaving the weigh dock.  It is the responsibility of 
the angler, captain, mate, or crew to verify the appropriate 
species, weight, etc.

7. Understand that all marlin caught (released or boated) 
must be video’ d including GPS date and time, indicator, 
and any other requirements of the tournament and they 
should all be called in promptly via vhf, satellite phone, 
text, etc.  Length of boated fish must be reported. Species of 
released fish must be reported.  Failure to do so can lead to 
disqualification of the fish.

8. 2023 Discounts trend toward including early 
registration discount, membership discount except in 
members only, and for some tournaments a small boat 
discount. These discounts are additive.  

No tournament refunds will be made after the 
official sign out. 
Tournament Start, Fishing Times, Eligible Ports of 
Departure: subject to change. 
These can be changed by tournament committee 
without advance notice. 
The rules presented in the Captains Meeting 
trump written rules. 

PORTS OF DEPARTURE:  
For ALL MBGFC tournaments aside from the Masters, Boats 
may only leave from Mobile Pass, Perdido Pass, Pensacola 
Pass, or Destin Pass. 

 Boats are to remain in the water from the 
time of departure after the captains meeting until 
returning to the weigh dock. Boats may be lifted 
on a boat lift, hauled out, or placed on a trailer for 
repair work, weather or other reasons but are not 
permitted to be moved with a trailer during the 
tournament.  The vessel must return to the water at the 
same location from which it left before proceeding to fish. 

Deck checking of billfish is strictly prohibited: A boated 
billfish is one that has been partially or totally pulled onto the 
boat. Boated billfish cannot be released for points. Culling 
or discarding a previously boated marlin is prohibited. 
Violation of this rule will result in team disqualification 
from the tournament, inducing all categories entered, and 
forfeiture of all entry fees. Future participation in Mobile Big 
Game Fishing Club Tournaments will be barred for 1 year 
for first offense, two years following a second offense, and 
lifetime if there is a third offense.

No angler or boat may be in possession of more than one 

blue marlin per day. Any angler in violation of this rule will 
be banned from further participation in the tournament 
without refund.

Fishing may begin after the captains meeting unless 
otherwise specified at the captain’s meeting. On the last 
day of the tournament, boats must be at the designated 
check point before 8 pm for the Masters, 6pm for Labor Day, 
3pm for Ladies Tournament, 11am for Junior Angler, and 
8pm for Billfish Limited, (or an alternative time designated 
at the Captains Meeting). Boats returning via Perdido Pass 
must be at or inside the Rocks before the designated time. 
Boats returning via Mobile Pass or Pensacola Pass must 
be in the channel immediately north of the Perdido Pass 
Bridge before the designated time. Upon arrival, boats must 
immediately contact MBGFC on VHF channel 72 so that 
Tournament officials can visually verify time of arrival and 
issue a weigh in number to determine the order in which 
you will proceed to the weigh dock. No fish will be entered 
into the tournament for any boats that are not verified by 
the MBGFC to be at the designated check point before 
the designated time. If you return before the weigh dock 
opens, it is your responsibility to complete weigh in before 
the designated check in time or otherwise contact MBGFC 
tournament committee before the designated check in time 
to confirm your on time arrival and, if applicable, obtain 
your weigh in number for subsequent weigh-in.
 
LICENSES, PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, AND REGULATIONS:

All participants in MBGFC tournaments shall adhere to IGFA 
conventional tackle rules and regulations. However, MBGFC 
tournament committees allow deviation at their discretion, 
such as MBGFC will allow a mate or fellow angler to hook 
a fish and ‘one pass’ the rod to the angler in the first minute 
of the fish being hooked. Deviation from IGFA rules and 
regulations will void any world records, IGFA records.   

Federal law requires you to be in possession of a Highly 
Migratory Species permit in order to land and possess any 
tuna or billfish or to catch and release billfish. A valid HMS 
permit must be available to tournament officials at weigh-
in. Information regarding HMS permits may be obtained 
from the NMFS or visit www.nmfspermits.com.

Registered anglers are also responsible for obtaining a 
valid Alabama State Fishing License. Registered anglers 
fishing on charter boats are responsible for verifying that 
the charter boat provides a valid Alabama state saltwater 
fishing license. 

Registered boats and anglers must comply with all Federal 
and Alabama state laws and regulations regarding fishing 
licenses, size limits, seasons, and bag limits.

ELIGIBLE FISH
In the interest of conservation the MBGFC has set a Blue 
Marlin lower jaw to fork length (LJFL) minimum of 111 
inches which is above the Federal minimum. There is a limit 
of one Blue Marlin per boat, per day in possession at any 
time. While a participating boat can catch a total 
of one Blue Marlin per tournament fishing day, 
such a boat can only be in possession of one Blue 
Marlin at any time.  An eligible Blue Marlin to be 
weighed and entered into the tournament must 
be brought to the dock and weighed before the 
same boat can catch and retain an additional Blue 
Marlin. Blue Marlin below the MBGFC 111 inch minimum 
length will not be weighed. The possession of a Blue Marlin 
below the 111 inch minimum will subject the offending 
boat to disqualification from the entire tournament without 
refund and also the forfeiture of all other prize winning 
fish, including cash awards, or points. The possession 
of an undersized Blue Marlin by Federal standards will 
be reported to the proper conservation authorities. No 
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retention of White Marlin, Spearfish or Sailfish at any 
tournament will be allowed. The Junior Angler, Limited, and 
Members Only Tournaments are Catch and Release only for all 
Billfish species. The Gulf Coast Masters, Labor Day, and Ladies 
Day will allow weighing of Blue Marlin meeting the minimum of 
111” The MBGFC can require a proprietary tail tag to ensure that 
additional blue marlin will not be harmed.  Each boat will only 
be provided one tail tag and it must be attached immediately 
to any boated blue marlin and photograph with the immediate 
reporting of the fish 

The MBGFC minimum weight for most tournaments for Tuna, 
Wahoo, and Dolphin is 20 pounds. Yellow Fin and Big Eye Tuna 
must also have a curved fork length of 27”. Blue Fin Tuna are 
eligible as current federal regulations allow. The Junior Angler 
and Ladies Day Tournaments have additional eligible fish 
categories and also has its own minimum size requirements for 
Tuna, Wahoo, and Dolphin.

 All caught Blue Marlin and released Billfish shall be 
reported either via satellite phone, text message, to tournament 
representative, or to a committee boat whenever possible and 
a verification number obtained. Video verification is required for 
ALL Blue Marlin categories and catch and release billfish; refer to 
the video verification section of the rules for details.

PRIZE CATEGORIES AND TIES
1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Blue Marlin*, Wahoo, Tuna, and Dolphin. 
In the event of a tie, the first fish to the dock will be declared 
the winner.

1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place Catch and Release Prizes are awarded to 
BOATS according to total catch and release points. In the event 
of a tie, the BOAT to reach the point total first as determined by 
GPS time of release will be declared the winner. 

Additional categories are included in the Junior Angler 
Tournament; one prize per category per angler.

Optional categories vary by tournament.

Top Club Boat*, Top Lady Angler **, Top Junior Angler ** (must 
be 18 years of age or younger at the start of the tournament, 
required date of birth in catchstat), and Top Small Boat ** (36 
feet and under).

* Not awarded during the Junior Angler and Limited 
Tournaments.

** Not awarded during the Junior Angler Tournament.

Top Club Boat, Lady, Junior, and Small Boat awards will be 
determined by TOTAL POINTS including catch and release points 
and points from all other eligible fish (1point per pound). 
Ties will be broken using GPS time of release. If no billfish are 
released in a prize category, the first fish to the dock will be used 
to break any ties.

CATCH AND RELEASE RULES
Points will be awarded for catch and release billfish. The catch and 
release tournament PRIZES and CASH AWARDS are awarded 
to boats according to catch and release point totals WITHOUT 
LINE CLASS BONUS MULTIPLIERS. All released billfish shall 
be reported to an official committee boat in order to obtain a 
verification number. All catch and release video submissions will 
be reviewed and, if verified, documentation of video verification 
will be given to the angler or boat representative by the weigh 
master, dock staff, or member of the tournament committee.  

BILLFISH POINT SYSTEM
Line class bonus points/multipliers are no longer being used to 
calculate catch and release points in MBGFC tournaments. Base 
Billfish Points for catch and release are as follows: Blue Marlin 
= 500 Points, White Marlin, Spearfish or Sailfish = 200 Points.   

 VIDEO VERIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Video verification is required for All Eligible Billfish, both 
Catch and Release and weighed Blue Marlin to be entered 
into the Blue Marlin category. The video requirements for Catch 
and Release and weighed Blue Marlin are different and defined 
below.

All Catch and Release videos should clearly show the 
following elements utilized in the process of billfish video 
verification:

1. Angler fighting the fish.

2. Rod and reel being used for the catch.

3. Tournament designator*

4. Species of billfish caught - video of the dorsal, anal, and 
pectoral fins AFTER THE FISH IS CAUGHT will assist in clear 
billfish species identification. (In the event the verification 
video does not provide adequate information for billfish species 
identification, 200 points will be awarded.)

5. “Catching” of the fish - one of the following must occur:

 a. Swivel at the rod tip

 b. Mate touching the leader

 c. Wind-on leader onto the rod tip

Once the fish is “caught”, the video should NOT BE 
TURNED OFF until steps 6-7 are complete.

6. Release of the fish in healthy condition

7. Video of GPS time clearly showing time and date; GPS must 
be set to Central Daylight Time (UTC minus 5 hours). GPS 
time will be used for determining ties in the catch and release 
prize categories only. Failure to record the GPS time of release 
will result in the time of release being 11:59pm on the day of 
the release as determined by the committee boat verification 
number and date.

All Boated Blue marlin videos should clearly show the 
following elements utilized in the process of billfish video 
verification:

 1. Angler fighting the fish.

 2. Rod and reel being used for the catch.

 3. Tournament designator and fish designator if 
implemented

 4.   Once the fish is boated, the video should NOT 
BE TURNED OFF until Video of GPS time clearly showing 
time and date; GPS must be set to Central Daylight Time 
(UTC minus 5 hours). GPS time will be used for determining 
ties in the catch and release prize categories only. Failure to 
record the GPS time of release will result in the time of release 
being 11:59pm on the day of the release as determined by the 
committee boat verification number and date.

*If an additional video camera is used, tournament designator 
MUST be shown again. It is always a good idea to show the 
designator when the fish is being filmed at the boat.

 In accordance with federal regulations, BILLFISH MAY 
NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE WATER AND ANY BILLFISH 
REMOVED FROM THE WATER WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
CATCH AND RELEASE POINTS.

 Any of the following can result in a video being ineligible 
for catch and release verification and therefore will not qualify for 
catch and release points for tournament prizes or cash awards:

 1. Failure to show the tournament designator.
 2. Failure to show the tournament designator if  
  additional video camera is used.
 3. Failure to show the “catching” of the fish.
 4. Failure to show the release of the fish in healthy  
  condition.

 5. Turning off video after “catch” before the fish is  
 released.

 6. Removal of a billfish from the water.

All videos used to verify catches agree to grant the 
rights to use, edit, market, post, publish by The Mobile 
Big Game Fishing Club. 

For gaffed Blue Marlin, video is required to have the following 
clearly shown.

 1. Angler fighting the fish.

 2. Rod and reel being used for the catch.

 3. Tournament designator; failure to show designator  
 (in the primary video or video from additional camera/ 
 cameras) is the only video criteria that would make a  
 billfish ineligible for points in the Blue Marlin Category.

 All videos must be shown on equipment at the MBGFC 
clubhouse grounds unless technology changes to allow 
otherwise and must be submitted before the close of the 
weigh dock at the end of the tournament. Verification judges 
will not board any boat to judge video. For a digital video 
recording device, the original digital video files from your 
recording device must be made available and submitted 
for verification purposes. It is your responsibility to have 
necessary cables or connection that will allow your camera to 
play back on a larger screen for judging. All video verification 
submissions become the property of MBGFC; see disclaimer 
section of rules. All tournament committee decisions are final. 

BILLFISH REPORTING
You are required to report any caught Blue Marlin 
or Catch and Release billfish. This can be to the 
clubhouse, a tournament representative, a board 
member, or an official tournament committee boat 
promptly after the fish is released or boated. Tuna, 
Wahoo, and Dolphin do not need to be reported. Committee 
boats will monitor VHF Channel 72 or you can call or text the 
phone number(s) designated at the Captains Meeting. Billfish 
reporting to committee boats can be relayed when necessary. 
You are responsible for recording your verification number.

Be prepared to give the following information:

1. Name of Boat

2. Name of Angler

3. Species of Billfish

4. Time of release/boating

5.  Size, length of boated fish 

6. Classification of Angler (Male, Female, or Jr.)

PROTESTS
Disputes, protests, claims, differences or controversies relating 
to any aspect of the Tournament including without limitation 
Tournament Rules must be submitted to the Rules Committee 
no later than thirty (30) minutes following the close of the 
Weigh Station or are deemed waived.   All protests must be 
submitted in writing to the Vice-President of Tournaments or 
Tournament Chairman no later than 30 minutes following the 
closing of the weigh dock after the conclusion of the tournament. 
Protests must be accompanied with a $1000 protest fee. Only a 
successful protest will result in the refund of the $1000 protest 
fee. All decisions of the Tournament Committee are binding 
and final and known to be subjective. All such disputes shall be 
decided by the Rules Committee and shall be final and binding 
upon all parties.  MBGFC reserves the right to make exception to 
any rule when the Tournament Committee decides it is in the 
best interest of the participants, spectators and anglers.  In the 
event the Rules Committee cannot render or refuses to render a 
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final and binding decision with respect to any dispute, 
protest, claim, difference or controversy under review, the 
matter shall be resolved by binding arbitration under the 
commercial arbitration rules of the American Arbitration 
Association. The decision rendered in arbitration shall be in 
writing and shall be final and binding upon all parties. The 
parties shall have no further recourse except as provided 
for by the commercial rules of the American Arbitration 
Association. Once the decision is rendered it produces the 
effect of “res judicata” and the parties shall fully comply 
with the decision without delay. The Participants specifically 
waive any right to a trial by judge or jury.

WEIGH DOCK
The official weigh dock for all tournaments is the MBGFC 
dock. Weigh dock times vary with each tournament and 
are subject to change. Any changes will be discussed at 
the captain’s meeting. See separate schedules for specific 
times. All fish brought to the dock must be in edible and 
fresh condition. Any evidence of freezing will disqualify 
any fish. The weigh master has the right to refuse 
any mutilated fish or fish considered to be in poor 
condition. All fish must be brought to the weigh 
dock via water transport on the boat upon which 
they were caught unless granted permission by 
the tournament committee in the interest of the 
safety of the participants or spectators and or the 
MBGFC. Someone from each boat must at all times remain 
with the fish to be weighed. Catch card for weighed fish 
and released fish documentation will be provided 
at registration and should be prepared before 
arriving at the weigh dock. The angler must sign and 
verify the weight before leaving the dock for it to become 
official.  Any angler who wins may be subject to a lie detector 
test, and winning billfish anglers in the cash awards will be 
asked to furnish video verification (as described in the video 
verification section of the rules) that that fish was indeed 
caught by them during the tournament. Members of the 
NMFS may be on hand at the weigh dock to sample various 
contents of any and all large fish presented to them. Please 
cooperate in the interest of science, and help us obtain as 
much information as possible for the future of offshore 
fishing and this magnificent resource. The weigh board 
and catch stat do not necessarily reflect the official 
standings of the tournament.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WEIGH-IN
• The MBGFC will be monitoring VHF Channel 72 once 
open for assignment of weigh-in numbers to allow boats 
needing to weigh fish access to the weigh dock and to direct 
boats.

• After you obtain your weigh-in number, position your 
boat in the channel outside the entrance to the Orange 
Beach Marina Canal and wait for your number/boat name 
to be called.  

• Aside from Junior Angler, all fish to be weighed must 
arrive by boat on the boat upon which the fish were caught 
unless granted permission by the tournament 
committee in the interest of the safety or efficiency 
of the participants or spectators and or the MBGFC

• The weigh dock will close after all eligible boats 
have completed their weigh in and/or video verification. 
The results must be audited.  This may delay the awards 
ceremony.

• All verification videos must be delivered on the boat 
upon which they were caught. For larger tournaments 
such as Memorial Day and Labor Day, Verification videos 
can be brought to the designated video verification dock 
in Terry Cove and from there, MBGFC will assist the angler 

or representative to the clubhouse for video verification.  A 
weigh in number must still be obtained and such videos 
must be presented for review before the close of the weigh 
dock. Please notify the Tournament Committee if you plan 
to deliver videos for verification and do not need to weigh 
any fish.  Boats that only require video verification 
have the option to come to the weigh dock to 
be acknowledged by tournament officials and 
spectators and are encouraged to do so.

• All boats that require video verification should drop off 
the angler/ boat representative with the video equipment 
and all cables. 

• Depending on conditions, MBGFC will have boats 36’ 
and under come to the side of the weigh dock. Boats over 
36’ will be accommodated on the front of the weigh dock.

• The MBGFC may have boats waiting in the marina 
canal to fill empty places at the weigh dock, but please do 
not enter the marina canal until your boat number/ name is 
called.

• All boats in line for the weigh dock should leave 
enough room for boats entering Orange Beach Marina (and 
not going to the weigh dock) to be able to pass freely. (This 
means boats needing fuel and/or going to their assigned 
slip.)

• Please – NO WAKE - Idle speed only - to minimize 
damage to spectator boats due to surge. Experienced 
operators only.  Use one engine in gear.

• Please cut your engines once you are tied to weigh 
dock. Diesel fumes are hazardous to the health of the dock 
crew and spectators.

• Keep Tournament Channel 72 clear during weigh dock 
operation hours, Boats waiting to be called to weigh dock 
should carefully monitor Channel 72 and when your boat/
number is called, follow the the directions of dock master.  
If a boat does not respond when called, dock master may 
move to the next boat in line.

• Once your boat is at weigh dock, follow the directions 
of the weigh master.  Do not get off of your boat until 
instructions are given to do so.  Have your HMS permit, 
licenses, permits, videos, and fish ready to present before 
coming to weigh dock. Once all fish on your boat are 
weighed or videos reviewed, it is your responsibility to verify 
your catch.  The dock master will coordinate your departure 
to make room for the next boat.

• “Catch card” and “Release card” documentation for all 
eligible fish will be issued at the weigh dock and must be 
signed as verified by the team before leaving the dock.  

• Please help us to minimize the time required to weigh 
fish by following directions. We will allow you time to 
have pictures made but please clear the dock immediately 
afterwards. This is a courtesy to your fellow fishermen who 
are waiting in the harbor.

• Tournament participants should not use channel 72 to 
inquire about the results of the tournament.
 
AWARDS PRESENTATION

An official awards presentation will be held following 
each tournament. Updates may be obtained using Catch-
Stat or from the weigh board on the weigh dock during 
each day’s weigh-in. For the Junior Angler, Members 
Only, and Ladies Tournaments, awards will be presented 
in the clubhouse at the conclusion of the tournament and 
may be delayed from the scheduled time to verify results. 
The awards presentations for Memorial Day, The Limited, 
and Labor Day Tournaments will take place on the day 
following the tournament at the awards brunch.  All 
winners are subject to a polygraph examination at 

the discretion of the Tournament Committee and 
agree to accept polygraph results and should sign 
the polygraph agreement form forfeiting rights 
to protest or challenge polygraph results and the 
resultant decisions by the tournament committee; 
Failure to sign is equivalent to signing agreement  
and polygraph results will be evaluated by 
the tournament committee and can lead to 
disqualification at their discretion. see polygraph 
policy section of rules.

OPTIONAL AWARDS 

These categories are separate and are not included in the 
entry fees. Aside from winner take all formats, the payout 
is determined by total money received for each category 
minus 10% for MBGFC expenses with the remaining 90% 
split 50%, 30%, 20% for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in each 
category. If only 2 fish are eligible the remaining 90% will 
be divided 60%, 40% for 1st and 2nd place. If only one fish 
is eligible the 90% will go to that fish.  In the event there is 
only a single entrant in a particular cash award category, a 
100% refund will be issued. For any cash award category 
in which there are 2 or more participants and there are 
no eligible fish, a 90% refund will be issued. In the event, 
there are 1-5 entries in a category, the split may be 100% 
to the 1st place in that category per tournament committee 
discretion.   In the event, there are 6-9 entries in a category, 
the payout may be 60%, 40% to the 1st and second place 
in that category per tournament committee discretion 

In the event of a TIE in ANY cash award category, 
cash awards will be split equally among the 
winners as follows;

Three or more ties for 1st place will evenly split 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place cash awards. Two ties in first place will evenly 
split the 1st and 2nd place cash awards and second place 
winner(s) receive the 3rd place cash award. If there are no 
ties in first place, 2nd place ties will evenly split 2nd and 
3rd place cash awards. Third place ties (without ties in 1st or 
2nd place) will evenly split 3rd place cash awards.

CATCH AND RELEASE
Color Video confirmation is mandatory; see video 
verification section of rules.

Catch and Release cash awards are awarded 
according to the total catch and release points 
accumulated for each boat and not the individual 
angler.

Categories are subject to change but are typically $100, 
$300, $500, $1000, $2500, $5000, $10,000, and 
$25,000. All Catch and Release must be verified under 
the rules as stated under general Catch and Release rules. 
Payout is 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in each category. There 
will be NO LINE BONUS POINTS when calculating catch 
and release point totals for Cash Awards. Each verified blue 
marlin caught and released is 500 pts and all White Marlin, 
Sailfish, and Spearfish are 200 pts. If video verification 
committee cannot verify the species of your billfish, it will 
be classified as a white marlin.

TUNA, WAHOO, DOLPHIN
Categories are typically $500 and $1000 for the Tuna, 
Wahoo, and Dolphin with 1/3 of total money for 1st place 
in each category. Tuna, Wahoo, and Dolphin each have a 
$100, $300, $500, $1000, $2500, $5000, $10,000, 
and $25,000 category. Payout is 1st, 2nd and 3rd places 
in each category.

SWORDFISH
Some of our tournaments have a swordfish category with 
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options of $500 and $1000 typically for the Swordfish. 
Payout is 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.  The swordfish must be of legal 
size.

LARGEST FISH ON DOCK
Winner take-all for largest fish on dock is typically, $1,000.  This 
is paid at 90% to winner of largest fish weighed irregardless of 
species. 

NO-SONAR OPTIONAL
At this point, this is a winner take-all for the largest fish on 
dock caught by a boat not equipped with an omnidirectional 
or similar sonar at $1,000. If more than 10 boats enter this 
category, payout will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places.

MBGFC BOAT WINNER TAKE ALL OPTIONAL
Per tournament discretion, a winner take-all boat competition 
may be instituted for the most points using the MBGFC non kill 
point system, which is also used to determine the winner of the 
Members Only Tournament and several optionals.  
Scoring System to be as follows.
 • 500pts BM Release, 200pts WM, Sail, Spearfish Release  
 • 1 point per pound for Largest two Marlin weighed  
  (accrued points for up to (2) Marlin)
 • 1 point per pound for Largest Two Tuna (accrued points  
  for up to (2) Tuna)
 • 2 points per pound for Largest Two Wahoo (accrued  
  points for up to (2) Wahoo)
 • 3 points per pound for Largest Two Dolphin, (accrued  
  points for up to (2) Dolphin) If more than 10 boats enter  
  this category, payout will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places. 

BLUE MARLIN
Winners are required to verify a caught billfish with 
color video movie proof (not digital pictures) and 
are subject to a polygraph examination; see video 
verification section of rules
Categories typically include: $100, $300, $500, $1000, 
$2500, $5000, $10000 and $25,000.
Top Captain and Crew Cash Award ($500) is awarded to 
first place only according to Catch and Release points without 
line class multiplier and points from all eligible fish.

CASH AWARD PAYMENTS

Cash award winners will be announced at the end of the 
awards ceremony. Results as read at the awards ceremony are 
unaudited. Cash award checks will be issued within 2 weeks 
after the tournament is complete provided there are no 
outstanding appeals or disputes. No cash award checks 
can be issued unless the cash award sheet is completely filled 
out including a valid Driver’s License Number and Social Security 
or tax ID number. An IRS form 1099 will be sent to all Cash Award 
Winners at the year’s end.

WITHDRAWAL POLICY
(A) If pre-registered and withdraw prior to the start of on-site 
registration, you will be refunded everything less credit card fees.
(B) If pre-registered and withdraw prior to sign out and after on-
site registration begins, you will be refunded all cash award less 
credit card fees and entry fees less credit card fees and $75 fee for 
food and ditty bag, per angler.
(C) If you withdraw after sign-out at Captain’s meeting, no 
refund of any kind will be given.
 
GULF COAST MASTERS TOURNAMENT:
Boats may not depart until the Thursday 10 AM Perdido Pass 
Shotgun Start of the Tournament.  All boats must depart 
from Perdido Pass.  The starting point of the start in Perdido 

Pass is between the Farewell Buoy and the Orange Beach Fire 
Department vessel located due west of the Farewell Buoy.    
Please remember that the owner, captain, or registered angler 
must sign out on the official sign out sheet.  Please refer to Gulf 
Coast Masters Rules pages of this tournament book for GCM 
specific rules, guidelines, fishing times, etc. 

LABOR DAY TOURNAMENT:
Boats may not depart until the 12PM Perdido Pass Flare Start on 
Friday of the Tournament.  The starting point of the Flare Start 
in Perdido Pass is between the Farewell Buoy and the Orange 
Beach Fire Department vessel located due west of the Farewell 
Buoy.   Upon the conclusion of the Captain’s Meeting and 
mandatory sign out, Boats may depart the dock in preparation 
of the 12:00 pm Flare Start.  Please remember that the owner, 
captain, or registered angler must sign out on the official sign 
out sheet at the conclusion of the Captain’s Meeting or will be 
disqualified.  *Boats departing from Mobile Pass or Pensacola 
Pass or Destin Pass are allowed and are not required to attend 
the Flare Start in Perdido Pass; however, boats may NOT depart 
Mobile or Pensacola Pass until 12 pm with video verification of 
departure clearly showing landmark from pass of departure and 
GPS Date /Time.  Agreement to tournament rules is still implied. 

JUNIOR ANGLER TOURNAMENT:
Fishing from boats, shore, piers, jetties, or other vessel types is 
allowed.  Boats may depart after the Captain’s Meeting AND the 
owner, captain or registered angler has signed out on the official 
sign out sheet.  There is NO Flare Start for the Junior Angler 
Tournaments.  Fishing may begin after the Friday party.  No sign 
out is necessary. 

LIMITED TOURNAMENT:
The Billfish Limited tournament is open to any size outboard 
powered vessel as well as any vessel 36’ in length and under 
regardless of means of power (i.e. inboard, outboard, or I/O) 
Boats may depart after the Captain’s Meeting AND the owner, 
captain or registered angler has signed out on the official sign 
out sheet or using virtual check out if approved by tournament 
committee.  There is NO Flare Start for the Limited Tournaments.
 
LADIES DAY TOURNAMENT:
The Ladies tournament is open to female anglers.  Owners, 
captain, mates, and crew of any sex are allowed.   There is NO 
Flare Start for the Ladies Tournament. Boats may depart after the 
Captain’s Meeting AND the owner, captain or registered angler 
has signed out on the official sign out sheet or using virtual 
check out if approved by tournament committee.  There is NO 
Flare Start for the   Ladies Tournaments.  Blue marlin meeting the 
111” minimum are eligible to be weighed. 
 
MEMBERS ONLY TOURNAMENT:
The Members tournament is open to members only.  For Boat 
awards, the angler, owner, or captain must be a member in 
good standing and on board during the fish catch.  For individual 
awards, the anglers must be a member of the Mobile Big Game 
Fishing Club and in good standing.  There will not be a flare start.   
Boats may depart after the Captain’s Meeting AND the owner, 
captain or registered angler has signed out on the official sign 
out sheet or using virtual check out if approved by tournament 
committee.  The winner is determined by the MBGFC winner 
take all boat format 
Scoring System to be as follows.
 • 500pts BM Release, 200pts WM, Sail, Spearfish Release  
 • 1 point per pound for Largest Two Tuna (accrued points 
for up to (2) Tuna)
 • 2 points per pound for Largest Two Wahoo (accrued 
points for up to (2) Wahoo)
 • 3 points per pound for Largest Two Dolphin, (accrued 
points for up to (2) Dolphin)

DISCLAIMER
Registrants accept the following conditions: Participants enter 
the tournament at their own risk. The MBGFC, its members, 
officials, committee members, and all persons directly or 
indirectly connected with the tournament shall be exempt 
from any liability for loss, damage, negligence, harm, or injury 
to any participant, entrant, sports fisherman, his companions, 
boat captains, crew members, vessels, and equipment, which 
may occur during registration or during the tournament. 
By completing the tournament application the participant 
acknowledges that such recordings become the property of the 
MBGFC and gives consent for the MBGFC to use without payment 
or restriction any photograph, video, or audio recording in which 
any participant may appear, for any purpose whatsoever, in 
regards to but not limited to advertising, promotional material, 
and/or sale. All winning entrants agree to submit to a polygraph 
examination (lie detector test) at the request of the Tournament 
Committee. Failure to submit will subject the entrant to 
disqualification at the Tournament Committee’s discretion. One 
day of fishing constitutes a complete tournament. In the event 
of inclement weather any part of the tournament may be 
canceled, postponed or continued. All participants and boats 
shall exercise good sportsmanship and courtesy whether at 
the dock, underway, or fishing. Any participant that violates 
federal or state law will be disqualified. If the tournament shall 
be canceled for any reason beyond the control of the MBGFC, 
entrants will be refunded a prorated share of their entrance fee at 
the discretion of the tournament committee. No refund will be 
made after the official start of the tournament (discussed at the 
captain’s meeting). Payment of an entry fee, completion 
of the tournament application form, and sign-out 
at the captains meeting by the designated boat 
representative constitute a representation by each 
angler, owner, captain, and crew member that he/
she has read and fully understands the Tournament 
Rules and that he/she shall abide by such rules and the 
decisions of the Tournament Committee.

MBGFC POLYGRAPH POLICY
In consideration for the MBGFC’s processing each tournament 
participant’s registration acceptance of his or her entry, each 
registered angler specifically agrees and consents to voluntarily 
submit to a polygraph examination(s) that will be conducted by 
a polygraph examiner selected by the MBGFC, at any time until 
all prize winners and awards are determined and announced. 
Further, each registered angler agrees to obtain the agreement 
and consent of each and every occupant of the boat from 
which he or she fishes during the tournament (including but 
not limited to the captain and crew) to submit to a polygraph 
examination or examinations as described above. All must 
agree to accept polygraph results and should sign the 
polygraph agreement form forfeiting rights to protest 
or challenge polygraph results and the resultant 
decisions by the tournament committee. Failure to 
sign is equivalent to signing agreement. The method and 
conduct of all polygraph examinations, and the interpretation of 
the results thereof, shall be in the sole judgment of the polygraph 
examiner appointed by the MBGFC whose opinion shall be 
final. If any registered angler or occupant of a vessel refuses to 
submit a to a polygraph examination, or if any registered anger 
or occupant gives a response which, in the sole opinion of the 
polygraph examiner, is untruthful, then the offending angler(s) 
on the boat shall be immediately disqualified without further 
notice from the tournament in question. Any registered 
angler(s) that is disqualified shall not be entitled to 
any prizes, awards, or refund of the entry fees or cash 
award fees and, at the discretion of the Rules Committee, are 
refused entry to future MBGFC tournaments.

PHOTO & VIDEO RELEASE
The Participants specifically agree and consent to the use of any 
photograph, motion picture, video or audio recording in which 
they appear or are heard by the Mobile Big Game Fishing Club. 
for any purpose whatsoever including but not limited to resale, 
advertising and promotional material without compensation or 
restriction of any kind.
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46th Annual 
Gulf Coast Masters 

Memorial Doy T ournoment 
Blue Marlin, Catch & Release, Tuna• Wahoo• Dolphin Moy 22 - 28, 2023 

fhis evetrt is part of the Sportfishing Chatttpionship with r elevision Coverage. 
Registration and Cash Awards 
Registration is all via Catchstat.
$6,000 entry fee per boat, covers the entire team including captain and crew 
attending all functions, swag for 4 people, more available for purchase. 
$250 early registration discount prior to May 2nd, 2023 
$600 late fee after May 11, 2023. 
$250 additional registration discount for MBGFC members 

Monday May 22 
6 pm until Florabama Welcome Party 

Tuesday May 23 
6 pm until Dock Party Crawfish boil at MBGFC Clubhouse 
8 pm Auction for Camera Crews and IGFA Satellite Tag Deployment 

Wednesday May 24 
1 O am until Registration and Optionals, Pick up Ditty Bags at Clubhouse 
6 pm Captain's Meeting at Clubhouse, must attend to get wristbands 
6:30 pm Tournament Celebration at Fisher's 
8 pm Silent Auction ends, Live Auction, Raffle announced 

Thursday May 25 
10 am Shotgun start at Perdido Pass Farewell Bouy 

Friday May 26 
Fishing Weight Dock Open from 6pm - 8pm 

Saturday May 27 
Fishing Weight Dock Open from 4pm - 9pm 
8 pm Must check in at Perdido Pass Rocks / North of Bridge 

Sunday May 28 
MOBILE BIG 

FIS 1-1 ER'S 
AT ORANGE BEACH MARINA 

9 am Awards Ceremony at Fisher's 

�&vtr Chairmen: 
Angelo DePaola & Michael Cleveland 

Committee: 
Robbie Carter, Bennett Long 
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Website: https-J/gulfcoastmasters.com 
Register Now: https-J/gcm.catchstat.com 







TOURNAMENT ENTRY 
Entry Fee is $6,000 per boat
$250 Discount for early Registration if paid prior to May 2, 
2023
$600 late fee after May 11, 2023
Additional Registration discount for MBGFC members of $250

The Gulf Coast Masters is a sportfishing tournament where 
participants agree to fish in a fair and ethical manner. While 
the tournament does not strictly enforce the use of IGFA rules, 
it certainly expects that only minor technical differences will 
be employed by anglers. One noted exception is the allowance 
that the rod may be handed off one time during the first minute 
of the fight.   All rules of the Mobile Big Game Fishing Club 
also apply. 

Rules Acceptance
Rules, including published rules in print or on the   website 
(gulfcoastmasters.com), are subject to change without notice. 
It is the sole responsibility of the participating anglers, cap-
tains, crews and guests (“Participants”) to know and abide by 
the Tournament Rules as published and as amended during 
the Captain’s Meeting. By entering the Gulf Coast Masters  and 
paying entry fees, Participants agree to abide by the Tourna-
ment Rules and accept decisions made by the Rules Commit-
tee as final.

CAPTAINS MEETING
The Captain’s meeting will be held on Wednesday at 6pm at 
MBGFC Clubhouse. The captain, owner or designated team 
representative must sign-in and be present at the captain’s 
meeting. Any changes to the rules and final instructions will 
be given at the captains meeting.   You must check in and 
obtain wrist bands for attendees prior to attending the kickoff 
party at Fishers.  Those without wristbands will not be allowed 
to enter.  Additional wristbands will be available at clubhouse 
or at the party.   Sponsors receive one wristband per $1000 
of sponsorship.

PERMITS & LICENSES
An Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Angling Permit is 
required and participants must be familiar with and follow 
HMS regulations. 
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/findPermit
Anglers must obtain an Alabama Saltwater Fishing License 
which can be purchased locally or online.

TOURNAMENT START
Teams may depart from Perdido Pass only at or after 10am on 
Thursday.  All boats are encouraged to attend the flare start.  

FISHING HOURS
Boats may begin fishing at 10:01am on Thursday morning and 
continue fishing until the scales close at 8:00pm on Saturday. 
All boats with catch & release videos and fish to be weighed, 
must return by water, and must pass by the Perdido Pass Bridge 
and check in by 8:00pm on Saturday.    Boats are to remain in 
the water from the time of departure after the captains meet-
ing until returning to the weigh dock. Boats may be lifted on 
a boat lift, hauled out, or placed on a trailer for repair work, 
weather or other reasons but are not permitted to be moved 
with a trailer during the tournament.  The vessel must return 
to the water at the same location from which it left before 
proceeding to fish. 

WEIGH STATION HOURS 
Scales will be open 6:00-8:00pm on Friday and Saturday 
4:00-9:00pm. All fish caught during the tournament must be 
weighed before scales close on Saturday night in order to be 
part of the tournament. Boats must be checked in at Perdido 
Pass either through the Rocks or North of the Bridge within 

sight of the bridge spotter by 8:00pm on Saturday to have their 
fish count in tournament. Scales will close immediately after 
the last fish is weighed. All billfish catch verification forms for 
boated and/or released fish must be turned in to officials be-
fore the scales close.

QUALIFYING FISH 
The following species are eligible for competition when caught 
by registered anglers in accordance with tournament rules:

Eligible for Catch & Release

 Blue Marlin
 White Marlin
 Sailfish
 Spearfish
 
Eligible for Weigh-in at Scales
 
 Blue Marlin – 111” minimum (LJFL)
 Tuna – 20 lbs. minimum weight
 Wahoo – 20 lbs. minimum weight
 Dolphin – 20 lbs. minimum weight
 
Boated Blue Marlin must measure at least 111 inches in length 
from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail (LJFL). Deck 
checking of billfish is strictly prohibited: A boated billfish is one 
that has been partially or totally pulled onto the boat. Boated 
billfish cannot be released for points. Culling or discarding a 
previously boated marlin is prohibited. Violation of this rule 
will result in team disqualification from the tournament, in-
ducing all categories entered, and forfeiture of all entry fees. 
Future participation in  The Gulf Coast Masters and Mobile Big 
Game Fishing Club Tournaments will be barred for 1 year for 
first offense, two years following a second offense, and lifetime 
if there is a third offense.
 No angler or boat may be in possession of more than one 
blue marlin per day. Any angler in violation of this rule will be 
banned from further participation in the tournament without 
refund.
 For each day the scales are open (Friday and Saturday), each 
boat will be allowed to bring to the scales a maximum of 1 blue 
marlin, 3 tuna, 3 wahoo, and 3 dolphin.
 The tournament committee reserves the right to reject any fish 
entry because of poor condition or one that does not meet the 
eligible requirements set by this tournament. The condition of 
the fish will be left to the scrutiny of the tournament director 
and committee. THEIR DECISION IS FINAL. 

REPORTING OF BILLFISH 
Each boat is required to record all billfish that are boated or 
released in the order in which the first fish are caught on the 
Billfish Scorecard. The order of the recorded releases should 
match the order that appears on the boat’s Catch & Release 
video. The Billfish Scorecard will be available in your boat infor-
mation packet. Report all boated billfish on the form. 

Be prepared to give the following information:

 Name of Boat
 Name of Angler
 Species of Fish (Blue Marlin, White Marlin, Spearfish,  
 Sailfish)
 Time released or boated
 Length of blue marlin if boated
 
DO NOT report Tuna, Dolphin, or Wahoo on the catch & release 
form.
Committee boats will be used for conservation and informa-
tional reporting only. Please contact a committee boat to 
report boated or released marlin or use the provided phone 
numbers.
Names of Committee boats and any changes to communica-
tion frequencies will be announced at the Captain’s Meeting. 
Please use alternate frequencies for conversations not related 
to the reporting of billfish.  The committee boats will be mon-
itoring VHF Channel 72 and weigh station phone (337) 849-
8642 or tournament chairman or other representative for the 
reporting of Billfish.    The GCM and MBGFC may  require a pro-
prietary tail tag to ensure that additional blue marlin will not 
be harmed.  Each boat will only be provided one tail tag and it 
must be attached immediately to any boated blue marlin and 
photograph with the immediate reporting of the fish
 

WEIGH-IN-PROCEDURES
IMPORTANT: A tail tag with the boat name and registered an-
gler’s name must be attached to each fish before unloading 
at the weigh scales. Tournament scales will be located at the 
Mobile Big Game Clubhouse. Boats having fish to weigh must 
be checked in by 8:00pm on Saturday. Anglers must remain 
with their fish until completion of the weigh-in procedure. The 
angler must sign the weigh-in stat sheet to verify the weight, at 
which time this will make the weight official. All fish weighed at 
the scales will be returned to the boat with the exception of a 
blue marlin. Boats with blue marlin and/or meat fish to weigh 
in will be unloaded at the main dock at the Mobile Big Game 
Clubhouse.  Failure to sign the weigh -in or release verification 
can lead to disqualification of the fish/team. 

TOURNAMENT AWARDS 
All Tournament Awards are based on 60 registered tournament 
boats. Payouts are subject to change depending on the number 
of entries. Awards for Heaviest Fish will be presented to the 
angler/boat for fish caught in the following categories:

Blue Marlin 1st  $50,000 2nd  $25,000 3rd  $15,000
Catch and 
Release 1st  $45,00 2nd  $20,000 3rd $10,000
Tuna 1st  $20,000 2nd  $10,000 3rd $5,000
Wahoo 1st  $20,000 2nd  $10,000 3rd $5,000
Dolphin 1st  $20,000 2nd  $10,000 3rd $5,000

If no qualifying blue marlin are weighed, the cash award for 
blue marlin will roll down and be divided between the top 3 
team’s accumulated catch & release points, 50/30/20.

Top Jr. Angler (18yrs or younger) & Top Lady Angler Awards will 
be determined by MBGFC point system. Ties. will be    broken 
using GPS time of release. If no billfish are released in a cate-
gory, the first fish to hit the dock will be used to break any ties.

      1 points per pound for weighed blue marlin  
      500 points per blue marlin release
      200 points per white marlin, sailfish or spearfish release
      1 point per pound for largest 2 tuna (accrued points for  
      up to 2 tuna)
      2 points per pound for largest 2 wahoo (accrued points  
      for up to 2 wahoo)
      3 points per pound for largest 2 dolphin (accrued points  
         for up to 2 dolphin)

CATCH & RELEASE
Billfish Catch: A billfish is considered caught when the leader 
connection is shown reeled to the tip of the rod, or a team 
member is shown touching the leader. 
Billfish Release: The billfish is considered released when, after 
being caught by the above definition, the rod and angler are 
shown with the fish no longer connected to the line or the bill-
fish is shown in the water, no longer connected to the line in a 
healthy state per the video review official, with their ruling final.

TOURNAMENT DESIGNATOR/IDENTIFICATION MARKER
Designators will be assigned at the mandatory Captain’s Meet-
ing. These markers must appear in all video submissions.

VIDEO VERIFICATION AND POINTS AWARDED FOR 
CATCH & RELEASE
Points for catch and release are awarded when, in the pro-
cess of the catch and release as defined above, all techni-
cal elements are shown on video. Tagging is not required for 
points and billfish removed from the water or boated will be 
disqualified.

 Video submitted for consideration for points must include the 
following technical elements:

Angler fighting fish, including video of rod and reel
Cockpit panoramic view
Tournament Designator 
The Catch (swivel at rod tip or team member touching the 
leader)
Video of Billfish for species identification. (Judges Use dorsal, 
anal and pectoral fins for fish identification)
The Release (the Billfish being released on video of the rod and 
angler with the fish no longer connected to the line)
Secondary cockpit panoramic view after the release
After the secondary cockpit panoramic view, a clear video of
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the GPS date & time; to be used for official release time. Hold 
camera steady for several seconds to allow clear focus of GPS 
Date & Time (This is critical.) GPS must display in CDT. Show 
designator along GPS if possible.
 
Verification videos become property of the tournament. Ver-
ification videos and billfish scorecards must be turned in to 
the video judges at the designated judging location near the 
weigh station between the hours of 3:00-8:00pm on either 
Friday or Saturday.

BILLFISH SCORECARD 
All billfish released or boated must be logged on the Billfish 
Scorecard in the sequence in which they were caught. Score-
cards must be signed by the Boat Captain indicating they 
agree to the information as recorded. The scorecard must 
include boat name, angler’s name, species, date and time of 
the release. Detailed instructions are printed on the billfish 
scorecard which is included in the team packet handed out 
at registration. 
All billfish must be recorded on the Billfish Scorecard regard-
less if you enter the Optional Entry for Catch & Release. In case 
there are no blue marlin that qualify for the minimum size 
requirements and no awards are issued for that division, the 
money will be divided and rolled over to the teams with the 
most points on the scorecard. 

POINT VALUES FOR CATCH & RELEASE
The Catch & Release is determined by points awarded as fol-
lows:
 500 points for Blue Marlin
 200 points for White Marlin, Sailfish and Spearfish
 200 for any unidentifiable marlin (billfish excluding 
swordfish)
 
Only billfish caught and released according to these Rules are 
eligible for Awards as described herein.
 The Billfish Scorecard must accompany the Catch & Release 
video to the weigh-in dock. The form must be completed with 
all required information. Catch & Release verification videos 
and scorecards must be turned in to the video judges at the 
weigh-in dock between the hours of 3:00-8:00pm on Friday 
or Saturday.
 
A Polygraph Test may be administered at the discretion of the 
Tournament Director and/or Committee.  Results of the poly-
graph are to be evaluated and enforced at the tournament 
director and/or committee discretion.  In consideration for the 
GCM processing each tournament participant’s registration 
acceptance of his or her entry, each registered angler specifi-
cally agrees and consents to voluntarily submit to a polygraph 
examination(s) that will be conducted by a polygraph examiner 
selected by the GCM, at any time until all prize winners and 
awards are determined and announced. Further, each regis-
tered angler agrees to obtain the agreement and consent of 
each and every occupant of the boat from which he or she 
fishes during the tournament (including but not limited to the 
captain and crew) to submit to a polygraph examination or 
examinations as described above. All must agree to accept 
polygraph results and should sign the polygraph agreement 
form forfeiting rights to protest or challenge polygraph re-
sults and the resultant decisions by the tournament commit-
tee. Failure to sign is equivalent to signing agreement. The 
method and conduct of all polygraph examinations, and the 
interpretation of the results thereof, shall be in the sole judg-
ment of the polygraph examiner appointed by the GCM whose 
opinion shall be final. If any registered angler or occupant of 
a vessel refuses to submit a to a polygraph examination, or if 
any registered anger or occupant gives a response which, in the 
sole opinion of the polygraph examiner, is untruthful, then the 
offending angler(s) on the boat shall be immediately disqual-
ified without further notice from the tournament in question. 
Any registered angler(s) that is disqualified shall not be enti-
tled to any prizes, awards, or refund of the entry fees or cash 
award fees and, at the discretion of the Rules Committee, are 
refused entry to future GCM tournaments.

PAYMENT FOR CASH AWARDS
Prior to fishing, each tournament boat must designate a rep-
resentative payee to receive payment for all cash awards. Pay-
ment of cash awards is by check. A single check will be written 
to the boat’s representative payee for the combined total of 
tournament cash awards and optional cash awards. Checks will 
be written after the Awards Ceremony on Sunday. Gulf Coast 

Master’s accepts no responsibility for the division of any cash 
awards between team members. 

OPTIONAL ENTRY AWARDS 
This is a separate entry. The Optional Entry is not required to 
compete for Tournament Awards. Participants may pay an Op-
tional Entry fee in one or more of the following:

The Catch & Release, Blue Marlin, Tuna, Wahoo, Dolphin will 
pay 1st, 2nd, and 3rd with a 50%, 30%, 20%, split after tourna-
ment 10% sweep. The No Sonar and Crew Jackpots are winner 
take all categories. In the event of limited participation in any 
category listed above, the payouts will be modified as follows: 
One team entered will be refunded in full, 2-5 teams will be 
winner-take-all, 6-9 will be 60/40 split and 10 or more teams 
will be standard 50/30/20 split. Participants who wish to pay 
an Optional Entry Fee Prior to May 1, may submit a credit card, 
cashier’s or business check made payable to the Gulf Coast 
Masters. 
Participants who wish to pay an Optional Entry Fee after May 
1 must pay by cash, credit card or cashier’s check during reg-
istration hours on Wednesday at 5pm – 10pm of tournament 
week or make payment arrangements with the Tournament 
Director. Optional Awards for Catch & Release are determined 
by points according to Tournament Rules. Optional Awards for 
boated Blue Marlin, Tuna, Wahoo, and Dolphin are determined 
by weight according to Tournament Rules. In the event that no 
qualifying fish are weighed by an Optional Entry participant 
in a given Division eligible for an Optional Award, 90% of the 
Optional Entry Fees collected for that division are retuned to 
participant(s) who paid Optional Entry Fees for that division. 

Crew Jackpot
Entry cost for the category is $500
Winner is determined by the team with most accumulated 
points. 1 pt./pound for weighed Blue Marlin & Tuna, 2 pts/
pound for weighed wahoo, and 3 pts/pound for weighed dol-
phin, 500pts for Blue Marlin release, 200pts for White Marlin, 
Sailfish, Spear, UBF.  

No Sonar
Entry cost for the category is $1000
Winner is determined by the team with most accumulated 
points on board a vessel without a sonar. 1 pt./pound for 
weighed Blue Marlin & Tuna, 2 pts/pound for weighed wahoo, 
and 3 pts/pound for weighed dolphin, 500pts for Blue Marlin 
release, 200pts for White Marlin, Sailfish, Spear, UBF. 

SUBMISSION FOR VIDEO RECORDINGS
Verification video recordings must be submitted not later than 
the closing of the scales on final day of fishing. Recordings 
should be submitted immediately upon return to the marina. 
All recorded images and sounds become the property of the 
tournament and may be used by the tournament for display 
purposes during the weigh in and future marketing campaigns. 
All Images will be copied from digital hard drive cameras, 
tapes, CD’s, and DVD’s, etc. Video Tips and Recommendations:
Use only new SD cards
SD type Sony and GoPro, etc. cameras which generate consum-
er type files allowing the judges to quickly copy the recording 
to a computer which facilitates slow motion and segment by 
segment scoring. 
Files with .MXF filename extension cannot be opened or viewed 
by the judges.
Judges will not score from your laptop computer or iPad type 
tablet.
Judges will accept more than one video of the same release 
from a different camera (of the same type), provided the same 
previous video requirements are met.
If possible and without harm to the fish, have the mate display 
the dorsal and pectoral and anal fin on the video at the time of 
release to assist with identification.

Underwater video of the release is helpful with identification. 
Ensure that this video is adequately long enough to allow iden-
tification.
Limit the video release recordings from only this tournament 
with the segments stages, cued and ready for scoring. Before 
entering the scoring room, know where images are located on 
the recording. Have the SD card ready to be inserted into scor-
ing computer. 
It is critical the person sent to scoring clearly understands how 
to provide the video digital media to the scoring judge. One 
person per team is allowed in video scoring. 
Understand how to properly display the GPS date and time 
on your boat GPS prior to the tournament. This is critical for 
a tie-breaker.

Remember: Report releases and boated fish to a Committee 
Boat on VHF Channel 72 so we can track them for unofficial re-
porting to the media and the verification committee. Releases 
may also be reported to weigh station phone (337) 849-8642

WEATHER: TOURNAMENT DELAY OR CANCELLATION 
In the event the tournament committee feels in their best 
judgement fishing is unsafe due to severe weather, high seas, 
or any cause beyond the control of the Gulf Coast Masters, 
the tournament may be cancelled or delayed. If delayed, 
a new start time or date will be announced should weather 
conditions improve. If cancelled, entry fees will be refunded 
after subtracting hard costs. One day or part thereof of off-
shore fishing by one-third of the boats entered constitutes a 
complete tournament. Entrants shall have no claim against the 
Gulf Coast Masters for return of paid entry fees. All teams and 
participants should make their decision to fish based solely on 
their own judgment. Fish at your own risk. 

TIE BREAKERS
For fish weighed in any category of fish brought to the scales, 
placement is determined by the order of Weigh-in at scales. The 
recorded time of weigh-in determines placement. In case of a 
tie for top lady angler or top junior angler on points, placement 
is determined, by the first angler to reach the highest point 
total as verified by boat’s GPS time.

PROTEST
Any protests relating to the tournament must be submitted in 
writing along with $1,000 deposit by the team captain to the 
tournament committee no later than 30 minutes after the last 
fish is weighed on the final day of the tournament. All entrants 
agree to abide by tournament rules and regulations. All dis-
putes are decided by the Tournament Director and Committee. 
Their decision is final. Poor sportsmanship will be grounds for 
disqualification from the Gulf Coast Masters in the year of ac-
tivity and possibly going forward. Any violation of these rules 
resulting in disqualification will result in forfeiture of entry fee 
and prize money. 

WAIVER/DISCLAIMER
It is understood that all participants in the Gulf Coast Mas-
ters enter at their own risk, and that the officers, committee 
members, sponsors, directors, tournament venue and all per-
sons connected directly or indirectly with the operation of said 
tournament, shall be exempt from any liability for libel, slander, 
loss, damage, negligence, harm, injury or death suffered by any 
participant, entrant, anglers, his/her companions, boat cap-
tains, mates, crew members, vessels and equipment with may 
occur during or in conjunction with the tournament. By tourna-
ment entry, the captain consents that the Gulf Coast Masters 
may without payment or restriction, use any photographs in 
which he/she or any of their crew may appear for any purpose 
whatsoever; including, but not limited to resale, advertising, 
commercial or promotional material. The captain and his crew 
further release the Gulf Coast Masters, officers and directors, 
and all persons from injury, loss or damage which may result.

All winners must be willing to submit to and pass in a con-
clusive manner, a polygraph examination administered by a 
licensed polygraphist provided by tournament officials. All 
entrants agree to submit to a polygraph examination at the re-
quest of the tournament committee if there is a conflict involv-
ing said entrant. Failure to submit to such an examination will 
result in disqualification of the entrant at the sole discretion of 
the tournament committee. 

ALL DECISIONS OF THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR AND 
COMMITTEE ARE FINAL AND KNOWN TO HAVE SUBJECTIVE 

COMPONENTS

Category Divisions   
 1 2 3 4 5
Blue Marlin $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $1,000 $500
Catch & 
Release $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $1,000 $500
Tuna  $5,000 $2,500 $1,000 $500
Wahoo  $5,000 $2,500 $1,000 $500
Dolphin  $5,000 $2,500 $1,000 $500
No Sonar    $1,000 
Crew Jackpot     $500
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Discover 
Our Difference

Supporting Sport Fishing Clubs 
and Their Members Since 1966

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CLUB
New Orleans Big Game Fishing Club • Mississippi Gulf Coast Big Game Fishing Club • Orange Beach Sportfishing Club • Mobile Big Game Fishing Club

Pensacola Big Game Fishing Club • Emerald Coast Big Game Fishing Club (Destin and Panama City Beach)

Supporting Sport Fishing Clubs 

New & Pre-Owned Yacht Sales

New Orleans.......... 504-452-1366
Orange Beach ....... 251-980-2220

Pensacola ..............850-898-2242
Panama City ......... 850-229-5900

Chattanooga .........423-227-0659

EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS CONNECTING BUYERS AND SELLERS

GulfCoastYachtGroup.com

New & Pre-Owned Yacht Sales



Multi-Family  Commercial  Hospitality
Large Loss Restoration Projects

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM

Visit us at  
www.cpc-tx.com

Specializing in 

Call us today  
713-661-0400

Claremont Property Company is a proud sponsor of the   
Mobile Big Game Fishing Club and the Gulf Coast Masters

 

@ClaremontPropertyCompany

Houston

Dallas

Mobile

Panama City

Destin

Bonita Springs

Charleston

Myrtle Beach

Ft. Lauderdale

Orange 
Beach


